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Reading Units of Study
  Unit 1: Building Good Reading Habits
  Unit 2: Word Detectives Use All They Know to Solve Words
  Unit 3: Learning About the World: Reading Nonfiction
  Unit 4: Readers Get to Know Characters By Performing Their 

Books 
  Unit 5: Readers Have Big Jobs to Do: Fluency, Phonics, & 

Comprehension
  Unit 6: Meeting Characters and Learning Lessons: A Study of 

Story Elements
  Unit 7: Nonfiction Book Clubs

** Please see A Year in the Life document for more information about each unit **



Targeted Instruction

Conferences:
  Structure: One to One

  Research

  Compliment

  Teaching Point

  Next Steps

 Tools: Post-it with specific goals

  Checklist: Level specific skills 

Guided Reading 
  3 -6 students, same level
  Students are reading books 
on their instructional level
  Book introductions
  Review vocabulary words
  Previewing texts
  Teacher coaches students 
as they read. 

Strategy Groups

  3 -6 students, different levels, same strategy 

  Students are reading books on their independent level

  Model strategy 

  Students try it in their own books



Reading Assessments
 Running Records:

  Fluency 
  Accuracy 
  Comprehension 

In Book Assessments:
  Independent
  Chapter books
  Written responses assessing 

comprehension

Testing Period:
  Every six weeks data is collected on 

every student

Benchmarks
September- Level D/E
November – Level F/G
January- Level G/H
March – Level H/I/J
June- Level I/J/K



Sight Word Assessment

  Words that come up 
over and over again 
in books

  Many cannot be 
sounded out and 
must be memorized

  Sight Word levels are 
not the same as 
reading levels



Book Shopping

  Students shop once a 
week

  Number of books 
depends on reading level

  Students select their own 
books from their just 
right level



Reading GOAL SHEETS



Reading GOAL SHEETS
Fluency    

Goal Not Yet Starting 
To Yes! 

I change my voice for punctuation.    

I change my voice to match how the character feels.    

 Word Solving    

Goal Not Yet Starting 
To Yes! 

I notice tricky words and use all of my strategies to figure them out.    

I notice new and interesting vocabulary and use strategies to figure out the 
meaning of new words. 

! Think about what’s happening in the text 
! Read around the word 
! Replace the word with a similar word 
! Use the word when I talk or write about the book 

   

 
Comprehension    

Goal Not Yet Starting 
To Yes! 

I notice when something doesn’t make sense and go back to fix it.    

I retell at the end of each chapter by saying who and what happened.    
I retell at the end of a book by saying who, when, where, actions, feelings, 
problem, and solution.    

I can say how the character feels and why they feel that way. I give evidence from 
the text.    

I can say how the character’s feelings changed from the beginning to the end and 
give evidence from the text.    

I think about the kind of person the character is (character trait) by what the 
character says and does and give evidence from the text.    

I think about what the character says or does and ask myself “Why did he/she say 
or do that?”  (character motivation)    

I think about what lesson the character learned.    

I think about what this book can teach me.    
 



What are reading partners?

During reading workshop students have an opportunity to read with a 
partner. Students are paired together based on their reading level 
band. Partnerships allow students to practice and reinforce reading 
and conversational skills. Partners can follow a routine

  Introduce their book with a retell

  Read the book or part of the book 

  Discuss strategies they used during the 

   reading process to figure out a tricky word. 

  Share their ideas about the characters or 

   events in the story

  Ask each other questions 



Parents as Reading Partners

A-D Readers

Book Introduction

  Read the title 

  Look at the pictures on the cover 

  Take a picture walk: notice and 

   say something on every page
  Point out the pattern

  Review tricky words 



Parents as Reading Partners

E-I Readers

BE A COACH: PROMPTS FOR TACKLING TRICKY WORDS

  Look at the picture 

  Look at the beginning of the word and get your mouth ready

  Ask: Does it look right? Sound right? Does it make sense?

  Skip the word and then go back. What word would make sense?

  Chunk up the word into parts. Look for parts you know.



Parents as Reading Partners

  At these levels students shop across bands

  Comprehension

  Inferential vs. Literal

  Retelling

  Important information vs. small details

  Writing in response to reading

  Students should be showing their thinking 

  Book Clubs – planning, focus, questioning, tracking 
patterns across series, proving ideas, developing 
conversational skills

J-M Readers



Questions That Target 
Reading Comprehension

J-M Readers
Drawing Inferences Across a Text

• How is the character feeling? Why?
• What does the character want? Why?
• What problem does the character face? How does she/he overcome the problem? What 

does this reveal about the character?
• How do characters evolve over time?
• How do the secondary characters impact the main characters (pay attention to the 

dialogue between characters and their actions)
• How are you alike or different from the character?

(personal connections – always connect it back to the text)
• What lesson did the character learn?
• What was the author trying to teach you?

*** Students should provide evidence from the text that supports their ideas. 



Thank You


